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Message (1)

Planning is about providing a sustainable
environment for people to live and work, and
so does the BEAM Plus initiatives in promoting
sustainable development. In particular, the BEAM
Plus Neighbourhood (BEAM Plus ND), which is the
latest addition to the BEAM Plus family, is a tool
developed to assess sustainability performance of
development project at the masterplanning stage.
It is about bringing positive experiences to users
of our urban spaces through careful design of the

different form and function of them.

The three pioneering urban experiments in Kwun
Tong provide good reference on how quality
design and innovative ideas can be employed in
place-making aesthetic, functional and sustainable
public space. The exhibition of public art pieces,
incorporation of community-related uses, and
creation of quality leisure and recreational outdoor
space represent new experiences in facilitating
people to interact, connect and strengthen their

sense of belongings to the public space.
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Raymond Lee, JP
Director of Planning

The making of quality and well-designed public
space is one of the core businesses of Planning
Department in championing a smart, green, resilient
and liveable city. The framework of BEAM Plus ND
goes hand in hand with our planning work with the

people of Hong Kong.

SPACE x HONG KONG will stimulate more dialogues
and partnerships among different professionals of
the development industry and the general public
for the betterment of our public realm. | would like
to take this opportunity to congratulate HKGBC
and HKPSI in putting together this publication and
to thank them for their efforts in bringing together
all stakeholders to make Hong Kong a liveable,

competitive and sustainable Asia's world city.
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Message (2)

Hong Kong is a compact high-density city filled
with high-rise buildings in the urban core. The
development model enables Hong Kong to be one
of the most efficient cities in the world in terms of
transport and commerce. In recent years, Hong
Kong is facing issues of quality of life and the lack of

open space in the urban centres.

The Hong Kong Green Building Council together
with the BEAM Society Limited launched, as an
extension of Hong Kong's BEAM Plus green building
rating system, the BEAM Plus Neighbourhood, in
late 2016. It is designed, in line with global trend
on urban sustainability to go beyond buildings
towards the neighbourhood, the public realm, the
community, as well as on health and wellbeing.
The tool embraces quality open space, low-carbon
transport planning, promotion of sustainable
lifestyle, conserving cultural assets and supporting
existing communities. The tool, as a part of the
BEAM Plus rating tool system, encourages and gives
recognition to development which enhances urban

liveability and quality of living for all in Hong Kong.
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Cheung Hau-wai, SBS
Chairman
Hong Kong Green Building Council

It is the space between buildings where public
life happens and communities mingle. Therefore,
the tool also promotes the concept of "good
neighbour”, such that new developments would
integrate within the immediate neighbourhood in
the provision of common and shared amenities and

open space.

The key to sustainable communities does not rest
with building practitioners only, the community
plays a vital role too. Therefore, we partnered with
the Hong Kong Public Space Initiative (HKPSI) to
conduct an urban experiment in Yuet Wah Street
Playground and Kwun Tong Promenade, known as
Art Connects: Kwun Tong, to explore the dynamics
between public space and the community. | am
glad to share with you in this book the experience
learned from the urban experiments, and | hope it

will inspire building practitioners and community.

I would like to thank HKPSI and their team for their
efforts in the urban experiment, as well as other
contributors of this book. The launch of the book
is just the first step, and we will reach out to more
stakeholders and work with other organisations, to
help enhance health and wellbeing of citizens, and

build a greener and more liveable community.
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Message (3)

Larry Poon

Convenor of Steering Committee for BEAM Plus Neighbourhood V1.0 (2012-16)
Chairman of Roll-out Taskforce for BEAM Plus Neighbourhood (2015-16)

Not long ago, "sustainability" was the buzzword, by
now cities are quickly jumping on the bandwagon
of "smart cities" - a solution that has prefaced
a wide range of technology - so much so that
our cities will likely be transformed into urban
machines loaded with sensors, internet of things
and digital calibrations of all kinds. However, most
of the discourse on smart city solutions focus on
people as sources of data feeding the algorithms,
and they seldom consider humanity and its point
of engagement, e.g. how people would like to
experience, interface and interact with the public
realm. As artificial intelligence permeates more and
more of our daily lives, Stephen Hawkings probably

is not the only one to fear a robot takeover.

At the same time, human behaviour has basically
unchanged since the Big Bang and we remain
the product of our needs, our thoughts and our
environment. Thus in any urban transformation
process, it is vital to (re)examine the notion of
placemaking, as it is this very aspect which helps
define or improve the character of our city. Two
fundamental principles in any placemaking effort
are: first, it must respond and engage with its genius
loci (or specific physical and cultural context); and

secondly, it must relate directly to the public use
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and aspirations. Another dimension in placemaking
is undoubtedly our understanding of our role in
nature and the symbiotic relationship we have with
nature and one another. Therefore, we must not
allow ourselves to develop such willing ignorance or
be obsessed with convenience and efficiency at the

expense of nature and humanity.

| was delighted to have the opportunity to be
part of the HKPSI's initiative in planning the urban
experiment in Kwun Tong. The experiment was
also organised as a precursor activity to the 2016
launching of the BEAM Plus Neighbourhood - the
first rating tool in Hong Kong for measuring the
performance of public realm design beyond the

building scale.

Jane Jacobs once put it, Cities have the capability
of providing something for everybody, only because
and only when, they are created by everybody.
Whether the HKPSI's city experiment — and its
sequel if any — will fulfil this promise should be one

many will be watching with much interest.
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Message (4)

It is place-making, ,
not place-made.
It is a process.

You are never finished.

—— Project for Public Spaces

When we first started the Hong Kong Public Space
Initiative (HKPSI), we strived to improve public
spaces with "our vision"— a free space that teems
with lawn, busking, art, and perhaps a few food
trucks. Yes, that is my ideal public space, and |

thought that would be everyone’s dream too.

| was wrong. Through our subsequent community
engagement projects in Yau Ma Tei and Kwun Tong,
| came to realise everyone has his/her own vision for
public space. |, as a young adult, might only want to
sit on a lawn, but for the elderly, benches with a back
is a must, and some do not even want any music as
they prefer a quiet environment to chat with their
old friends.
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Karl Chan
Founder and Chairman
Hong Kong Public Space Initiative

In the process, there were lots of conflicting values,
but this is exactly the diversity of preferences and
thus the debates that define a public space, and this
is why we value any experiments that explore what
people want and how we can balance the interest of

different people in a "public" space.

| am very proud of our team who went beyond
the standard framework and explored myriad
possibilities in the community of Kwun Tong. Now
we know what worked, what didn’t. We, however,
are not done. Community engagement is always an
ongoing process, and | hope our findings this time
will inspire more to get involved in the place-making
process, empowering Kwun Tong with more sense

of public participation.

Last but not least, | would like to thank the Hong
Kong Green Building Council, District Council
members Mr Cheng Keng-ieong and Mr Hsu Hoi-
shan, our partners in the urban experiment, including
Terence Leung, Hour25, Yuet Wah Street Resident
Association and Mr Ng, Think Tank 1 of HKPSI, Long
and flowBOOKS, as well as all volunteers who have
made this happen with us. It has been a pleasant
journey but | believe this is only the first chapter of

our book.
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Better for Your Health, the Environment and Business LI l\! K
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How is Link making the portfolio future-fit?

FARMMUERBM TYRESAUFERR?

T.0.P This is Our Place at

Stanley Plaza Link Square 1&2 in Shanghai 700 Nathan Road
=] 34 - =3 __ -
THES tBARERRIE —ER _E S 700 58
Link's first HK-BEAM Platinum LEED-Existing Building Platinum Expected to receive BEAM Plus
property in 2011 certification Interiors certification
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How is Link leading the way on green buildings?
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Environmental Features IR {R5Xi#E

On average, we spend nearly 90% of our day indoors,

highlighting the influence and importance a building -

has on our daily lives - including health, well-being wE

and productivity. Developing green properties is

Link’s way of ensuring we create environments that Green walls

are good for - and improve the lives of - our tenants, FEGLIME

shoppers and the community. Solar panels Electric vehicle
PN charging stations

At The Quayside, Link’s flagship commercial property ROETRIESR

currently under development, a joint venture with Nan

Fung Development, we have introduced the WELL The Quayside
Building Standard which focuses specifically on health HBEE
and well-being of building occupants. The Quayside,

targeting a completion date of late 2019, has received
LEED Platinum, BEAM Plus Provisional Platinum and
WELL Gold pre-certifications.
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Bicycle storage Ample open spaces
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THINK
SUSTAINABLE
(TO MAKE IT
LIVEABLE)

www.ramboll.com/environment-and-health

RAMBOLL WORKING TOGETHER TO SOLVE THE MOST CHALLENGING ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN
HEALTH ISSUES, CREATE VALUE FOR OUR CLIENTS AND SUPPORT A SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY.
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Serving the world’s community with the highest level of dedication

From our base in Hong Kong, the MTR Corporation has steadily expanded overseas. With operations in Shenzhen, Beijing,
Hangzhou, Stockholm, Melbourne and London, we are serving communities and connecting people in these cities with

the same level of dedication and heartfelt service that you enjoy in Hong Kong.

caring for life’s journeys ‘ gMTR
B 0 N> NS E»  =» I



The OUHK Jockey Club Campus was accredited with the BEAM Plus
New Buildings Final Platinum rating for its green campus design in
2015, making the University one of the few tertiary institutions to
have received this honour. The Campus building incorporates many

energy-saving and environmentally friendly facilities. Its architectural
concept is inspired by Tetris, a tile-matching puzzle video game,
symbolizing the innovativeness and flexibility of higher education
offered at the OUHK.

HONG KONG
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HK Electric 12

Always On
for Hong Kong

www.hkelectric.com

Master of Science in Environmental Management,

The University of Hong Kong

= BHEAPRREEEBSRT

Programme Highlights

>

>
>

Accredited by the Institute of Environmental
Management and Assessment (IEMA)

Strong and substantial alumni network

Courses taught by environmental professionals,
engineers, ecologists, lawyers, planners, and
economists from HKU, as well as local practitioners in
the field

Programme Details

Application
» Non-local application: January to April

» Local application: January to June

Programme Admissions Advisor

Dr Billy CH Hau Dr Janet KY Chan
] chhau@hku.hk M chanjky@hku.hk
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