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There has been a lot of debate recently over
public space in Hong Kong. In 2011, a charitable
organisation called the "Hong Kong Public Space
Initiative" was formed to "bring the knowledge of
public space to all walks of life". They have published
a directory listing all government and privately-
managed public spaces and continue to organise
symposiums and school programmes regularly
to promote public space recognition. In 2013,
Designing Hong Kong put out a public nomination
of quality public spaces and awarded a number of
worthy recipients, some of which were not intended
to be used as public spaces per say when first
created. Nevertheless, these spaces provide an
outlet for many Hongkongers, busy with work, study,
or any of the other myriad demands of life in Hong
Kong, providing a space that is both close to their
homes and workspaces while still within the city
fabric, to walk and breathe and experience the vast
space and scenery the city has to offer. In 2017, Civic
Exchange published an article "Unopened Space"
which questions the availability of public spaces
to the public; answering this question is such an
onerous task that they are continuing to probe and
will be releasing more findings later this year. The
continuous momentum of organised public forums
and publications on issues of public spaces has
carried unabated, necessitating some questions to
properly focus the debate. What exactly should we
talk about when mentioning public space? Why is
there so much to talk about? | believe the answer

comes from the social mission inherent with this topic.
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The origin of the Landscape Architecture discipline
is centred upon the dialectic Man verses Nature. The
definition of Landscape Architecture is extensive —
the internet provides 68 million hits on the topic, but
invariably it involves using land (which in Hong Kong's
example includes concrete), water, and vegetation
to create spaces, most often external spaces, for
people. | can quote many "fathers" of landscape
architecture who are equally pertinent, so a coffee
table book mentioning Charles Waldheim is suitably
relevant: the landscape architect was first conceived
as an urbanist capable of tackling natural health,
social welfare, and cultural edification. Invariably
the art and science of our work involves social
conscience. Yes, our clients hire us to create spaces
to serve the clients’ objective which often is for their
own enjoyment, but to varying degrees these spaces
are in the public domain. They are open to the sky
so from different elevations they are visible to and
perceivable by the public, and there is a call for public

ownership regardless of whether entry is permitted.

FIREE > TEIRRF) EXEFENPLERE
IE%A*EEEQE%E"J#%EEL° r.iﬂ 1 NER
&z PMEEAMRHEGL OBEES
R q:'ﬁ’ETF'aﬁﬂﬁﬁj:iﬁ’. (BB FEE
BELT) ~KREMEAANBIEZER > MPBH
IEMRPINER - PGB Z A TEBRET
ZR) WEG . AAHEKREEE > Gl
Hp—KBEEAEPRINETER - EEZEB

(Charles Waldheim) BI—&AEE Y] :
BRI A SO ABREE  1HEE
FMMXEEBNEBHREEF - KEMITEEER
HNEMENRSESESICERANER o
A XREBARMAIEZERE > BIEHBEWE
BEREX > FERHBEnEMPNEAZER -8B
FHE > EFAAREMmMS » BEEETERA
REE - FEAREETHNE » ARTAUER
FAEEEIARZIELERIIFEBBM S
Ml EERMARERSENT R °

SPACE x HONG KONG
TR X FE



Herein lies Hong Kong's unique condition. Only
24.3% of Hong Kong is built upon. This means that
services, transport, and amenities, are provided only
within the 24.3% of Hong Kong. The remaining 76%
of our city is really quite wild. For instance, there is
only one road to enter Sai Kung West Country Park
which occupies 3,000 hectares — an area equivalent
to 11% of Hong Kong’s built up area and 158
times that of Victoria Park. We travel via train, cars
and buses from the airport to the city via Tsing Yi
and we see large extents of Lantau North Country
Park, yet there is no way that we can enter into this
wild beauty along the way, except by trekking. So
public space in the sense of public ownership of
the nearly 40% of Hong Kong land in the form of
Country Parks, is not the real public space that is
heatedly debated about. The public space relevant
to city dwellers experiencing the everyday need
for outdoor amenity amounts to only about 4% of
the area of country parks. The dichotomy of 1:0.04
proportion of vast open space which is not readily
useful for Hongkongers’ everyday need, and the two
square metres ascribed for outdoor use in the city1,
is a topic which should be investigated in another

article.
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The historical development of what were called
"satellite towns" in the 1950s including Tsuen Wan,
Sha Tin, Tuen Mun, Tai Po, Yuen Long, Fanling-Sheung
Shui, Tsing Yi, Tseung Kwan O, Tin Shui Wai, Ma On
Shan, and Tung Chung resulted in the increased
development of public spaces. Given the scattered
nature of these new towns one would have thought
there should have been a conscious effort to connect
the new public spaces with the vast resource of the
country parks, but that did not seem to be the case.
Nevertheless, the parks and public spaces that were
created provide much needed recreational spaces
to the populace. These public spaces are used for
their intended purpose - balls played on ball courts,
children playing in play equipment areas, the public
sitting in benches wherever they are provided, and
even boards being ridden in skateboard parks. Most
importantly though, is that they provide a space
for much needed trees and understorey planting.
The combined vegetation truly forms the lungs of
an otherwise concrete jungle. Some examples of
public spaces that are key to the city's wellbeing are
Tai Po Waterfront Park, Hong Kong Wetland Park,
Stanley Waterfront, Victoria Park, Hong Kong Park,
and Kowloon Park. Smaller public spaces are no
less valuable — they are found in the leftover spaces
between tall buildings and provide a reprieve to
the closed-in walls of adjacent buildings: Cornwall
Street Park, Lok Kwan Street Park, Maple Street
Playground, Middle Road Children’s playground,
and King George V Memorial Park.

H 1950 FRE > THEW™) HEZR 2
PEEEE S VH B KE - T D5
REK~BR - BER RKE -~ FELUKR
RE O EMIEBMT AHERENER - BRAELE
MHHEAESHN > BMENARTHEEERN
BEARERERLUFE—HIEMENRANSE >
BaEEBLIFWLE - FiE > BAIBIBNZE »
¥ﬁLE’J“lE@",\IF‘ﬁ%kkTﬁ§ETFﬁEjtm
’“‘H?k?ﬁ%FﬁE’JEEE L*b’\éjégf"ﬁyﬁ?
i 44 “Eﬁqﬂtﬂ
Féﬁ CTRERBERBNM A ZE » BEEIBIRIS
RO EBRARET FTEAEREEN » BELE
EEBERAKXNNNIEERA > BETEKRRF
HOEHEERAE TERAM T KiE
BAE S BERMAE ~ KRIEEE - HZF
EE’\I EERBRNELAEBFERAHEER
HEHRERENGHF > EEEERNNAETHE
NEZEE - EMABRESEZENFGRZE
A SATERREREE/MIRERTER—
HEE - GIFEERNEEAR  #EHA
CEEAESS - PEEREREIBN LS
AL AR -

SPACE x HONG KONG
TR X FE



Image Courtesy to Waitography

Tai Po Waterfront Park

A 22-hectare park situated along the Tai Po
waterfront, it boasts 20 different facilities for
enjoyment including theme gardens (like rose
garden) and an insect house. It has all the reasons
for visiting a park: great views, lots of trees and
beautiful flowers, lots of healthy things to do, and
things to learn; best of all, it's 15 minutes’ walk from

the nearest homes.
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Hong Kong Wetland Park

This project is mentioned in a different chapter,
but it bears mention again. It has won 12 local and
international awards, the most of any parks in Hong
Kong. The reason for these many accolades is similar
to the mentioning of Tai Po Waterfront Park — Hong
Kong Wetland Park has multi-dimensional meanings.
It is built for nature conservation, yet it is fun to
visit, and practically across the street from nearby
residences. What is better than having a meaningful,

educational, garden right at your doorstep?
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Stanley Promenade and Piazza

The project has proven itself to be a success in
reinvigorating an old district to re-energise a vibrant
beach town. The Architectural Services Department
was able to remove existing beachside barriers and
expand the promenade while connecting it with
Murray House, the market village, and the bars and
restaurants in between. The result is an animated
seaside that best represents active urban waterfront
living that serves strong tourism and recreation
purposes, but it is most importantly easily within
the reach of local residents - it is both special and a

neighbourhood playground at the same time.
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Cornwall Street Park

This project demonstrates that when restrictions are
set free and designers can design, excitement comes
alive with a fresh approach to sitting, lounging,
seeing, and experiencing the bset urban park voted
by the public. Design innovation is very important,
but the true value is its location, being not more than
10 minutes from nearby shopping mall, schools,

offices, and residence.
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Victoria Park

Victoria Park is an iconic symbol of Hong Kong
public space. It is truly public. Not only is it a park,
it is also a gathering place for public debates and
demonstrations. The 19 hectares of park space is
well-used to the last square metre, with tennis courts,
bowling green, basketball courts, soccer courts,
bandstand, swimming pool, you name it! Every one
of these facilities is actively and heavily used. The
reason - it serves a residential population of more
than 100,000 from Canal Road to Fortress Hill and
that does not include students in schools, shoppers,
office workers, domestic helpers, and visitors in

hotels within the area.
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Harbour Road Garden

A small space of about 5,000 square metres, this
space is in the centre of a number of well-connected
office buildings that is also adjacent to residential
towers, a new swimming pool and a destination
sports ground. The primary function for this park
though, is to serve the office workers. It does that to

a great degree of success.
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About the Hong Kong Institute
of Landscape Architects (HKILA)

The Hong Kong Institute of Landscape Architects (HKILA)
was founded in April 1988. The organisation of the
landscape architectural profession was first established
with the founding of the Hong Kong Landscape Group
operating as a chapter of the Landscape Institute of
United Kingdom. In the interests of maintaining and
promoting local standards and services, the HKILA
was inaugurated in 1988 as the professional body for
those engaged in the practice of landscape architecture
in Hong Kong, with the main aim of promoting the
highest standard in the arts and sciences of landscape
architecture and management throughout Hong
Kong. A mutual professional recognition with Australia
Institute of Landscape Architects and New Zealand
Institute of Landscape Architects was established in the
next year. The legal status of the HKILA was confirmed
and objectives of the HKILA were defined with the
enactment of the Hong Kong Institute of Landscape

Architects Incorporation Ordinance in 1996.
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1 https://www.pland.gov.hk/pland_en/tech_doc/hkpsg/full/ch4/
ch4_text.htm#1.8
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