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While this book focuses on the subject of public
space, the discourse has in fact gone beyond the
"space", leading on to a wider concern about
how best we should build our own sustainable
communities in Hong Kong. It is for this very
objective that we are putting forward some modest

suggestions as follows.
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Let the Community
be Your Design Partner

HKPSI shares two examples of a bottom-up
approach to placemaking, the first one is to engage
artists to mingle and interact with the community
as a part of the process to curate public art for the
community. The other is to intensify the interface/
interaction with a community through other
means such as creative user experiments through

integration of different design or amenity elements.

Although these approaches may be time consuming
and resource demanding at first glance, the
participation from the community and the insights
gained during the process have proven to be both
invaluable and fulfilling. Results of the urban experiment
in Kwun Tong have also confirmed that the design of a
public space could only resonate with the needs and
aspirations of the concerned community if we have the

genuine desire to engage the relevant stakeholders.
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Public Space for Community
and Urban Ecology

Around the world, public spaces are also used as
nurseries for strengthening community resilience.
All kinds of activities can sprout up from there:
from second-hand goods market, farmers’ stalls to
community garden. Thus they are not merely there
for physical activities or public entertainment, but the
embodiment of a new movement towards a different
lifestyle, one that can support the local economy and

sustainability.

Idy Wong from KFBG demonstrated that an array
of activities and education programmes could be
planned to promote sustainability to the general
public. Through workshops, a canteen serving local
food and a low-carbon market, community members

were inspired to lead a more sustainable lifestyle.
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As Hong Kong is — like other places — experiencing
more frequent extreme weather events, it is critical
to strengthen resilience of our own ecosystem,
particularly through better utilisation of green
spaces in the urban areas, as many of them are
under intense environmental stress. An urban green
space can provide plenty of ecological services to
our city, like purifying the water and air, regulating
temperature, managing stormwater and so on, all
of which can improve our living environment. Such
green spaces also help urban dwellers build up
an intimate connection with nature, which is vital
to our physical and mental health. Sandy Duggie
from Urbis listed out practical guidelines on how to
incorporate an ecological approach to designing
landscapes, supported with real cases in Hong Kong.
It is hoped that we can all embrace the beauty of
green spaces and their thriving wildlife, although
they may appear messy at times — after all, we are all

part of this planet!

Indeed, there is still a long way to go for realising
the full potential of our public spaces in Hong Kong.
Yet, let's not forget about some of the outstanding
examples in our city. Iris Hoi from HKILA has
introduced to us a few great public spaces around
Hong Kong. If you have not been there yet, we invite

you to check them out in your spare time.
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About the Contributors

Hong Kong Green Building Council (HKGBC)

The Hong Kong Green Building Council Limited
(HKGBC) is a non-profit, member led organisation
established in 2009 with the vision to help save the
planet and improve the wellbeing of the people of
Hong Kong by transforming the city into a greener
built environment. The Founding Members of the
HKGBC include the Construction Industry Council
(CIC), the Business Environment Council (BEC), the
BEAM Society Limited (BSL) and the Professional
Green Building Council (PGBC). Its mission is to
lead market transformation by advocating green
policies to the Government; introducing green
building practices to all stakeholders; setting design,
construction and management standards for the
building profession; and promoting green living to

the people of Hong Kong.
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Hong Kong Public Space Initiative (HKPSI)
Think Tank 1

Founded in 2011, Hong Kong Public Space Initiative
(HKPSI) is a charitable non-profit organisation.
Through research, education and community
engagement programmes, we strive to bring the
knowledge of public space to all walks of life, in
order for people of Hong Kong to understand the
value of public space. With a series of carefully
planned projects, HKPSI aims to enhance Hong
Kong people’s understanding of public space, and
therefore encourage them to more effectively use
this very valuable asset of the city. We strongly
believe that public space can bond communities
and encourage social interactions, thus facilitating
sustainable development and contributing to a more

desirable living environment.

Think Tank 1 Team was formed by a group of
young people from different professions in 2013.
We conduct community experiments/projects and
researches by adopting and exploring innovative
collaborations that connect different resources in
the society. Through the projects, we hope the
community and different parties in the society can
participate in shaping a better public space, or even

a better city as a whole.
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Alexander (Sandy) M Duggie, FHKILA

Alexander (Sandy) Duggie is a Registered Landscape
Architect, a Fellow of the Hong Kong Institute of
Landscape Architects and the Managing Director
of Urbis Limited, a Hong Kong based multi-award
winning design consultancy established in 1977, and
providing services in masterplanning, urban design,
town planning, landscape design, golf course design
and environmental impact analysis. He has lived
in Hong Kong and worked for Urbis since 1985,
during which time he has contributed to several
major territorial and strategic planning studies for
the Hong Kong Government, and designed a very
large range of private and public sector projects
from small private gardens to large scale public
infrastructure works. Designed projects include
public parks, open spaces and streetscapes, schools,
hospitals, hotels, residential, commercial and mixed
use developments and golf courses. Since 1977
Urbis has undertaken over 2,000 projects throughout
the Asia Pacific region, South Asia and the Middle
East and has won well over 150 awards and
competition designs both locally and internationally.
Many of these award-winning projects Sandy has
worked on, designed and / or directed personally.
He is particularly concerned with the promotion of
sustainable design and designing the public realm
to meet the needs of modern society. He is also a
Director of the BEAM Society Limited, a Member of
the HKGBC Green Building Faculty and currently sits
on the HKGBC Green Labelling Committee.
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Iris Hoi

Iris Hoi is a Registered Landscape Architect with
30 years of professional experience. She has been
living in Hong Kong for 28 years and a Director of
Urbis Limited for the past 18 years. She has helped
built some of Hong Kong's large parks and public
spaces, including Shing Mun Valley Park, Jordan
Valley Park, Man Kuk Lane Park, Lai Chi Kok Park
on top of West Rail, waterfront outside the Hong
Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre. Iris is also
currently President of the Hong Kong Institute of
Landscape Architects, and a member of the Land

Supply Task Force.

Idy Wong Lai-yin

Idy Wong joined Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden
(KFBG) in 2000 and she heads the Sustainable
Living and Agriculture Department. She is a trained
environmental educator in the fields of sustainable
development. She overesees the development of
KFBG's strategies for sustainable agriculture and
raising public support for a low ecological footprint
lifestyle. She is also responsible for development of

the Green Hub project.
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