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HKGBC Guidebook on
Urban
‘Microclimate

Climate change is a critical gIobaI
issue and extreme weather events
are expected to increase. To mitigate
the impact to Hong Kong brought
about by climate change such as

1Y extreme hot weather, adoption of

urban and building designs with
consideration of urban climate will
be essential to improve the
liveability of local built environment.
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...... the government has implemented a range of
policies to encourage district cooling, urban greening,
energy conservation, and improvement in air quality.
The Climate Action Plan 2030+ [aunched by the
Government further pointed to the importance of
consideration of the urban climate in adapting to
climate change. Specifically, the strategies provided in
the HK Urban Climatic Planning Recommendation Map
will help improve urban thermal comfort & the wind
environment through optimising planning & design ......
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The Gwdebook mtroduced by the HKGBC puts forward
guidelines and strategies to further help industry
practitioners implement measures beneficial to both
their own projects and the wider public. It provides a
good summary of feasible approaches to good urban
microclimatic designs. | wish to express my appreciation
to the HKGBC for its efforts in promoting the sustainable
built environment in HK. The Guidebook is a valuable
contribution to the environmental awareness and
efforts in both the public and private sectors.
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DEVELOPMENT BUREAU TECHNICAL CIRCULAR

NO. 2/2015
ENVIRONMENT BUREAU CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM
NO. 3/2015
From: Secretary for Development To: Permanent
Secretary for the Environment Secretaries, Heads of
Departments
Ref: DEVB(W)517/94/09
ENB 7/2061/08
Tel. No.: 2810 3961
3509 8601
Fax No.: 2845 3489
2838 2155
Date: I April 2015
Green Government Buildings
BACKGROUND /POLICY

It is our mission to develop Hong Kong into a green, healthy and
livable city. To this end, we need to set clear objectives and a road map

for developing Hong Kong into a healthy, low-carbon and
resource-efficient metropolis that is in harmony with the nature.
2. The Chief Executive (CE) announced in his 2013 Policy Address

that the Secretary for the Environment would lead an inter-departmental
steering committee to promote green building. The committee would
strengthen the co-ordination among departments to formulate
implementation strategies and action plans, while maintaining close
dialogue and co-operation with the relevant sectors and stakeholders.

X The Steering Committee on the Promotion of Green Bui
set up in January 2013. As reinforced in CE’s 2014 Policy A
would formulate strategies to further promote green buildings
recommendations on relevant measures.

GREEN BUILDING PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORK

8. The Framework sets out the best practicable targets to be
achieved for green buildings in general. B/Ds should adopt the
Framework in planning, design and construction, operation and
management, maintenance and refurbishment of new and existing
government buildings unless it is technically or functionally not feasible, or
could not meet the financial targets as set out in paragraphs 10(c)(ii1), 11,
12(c)(i1) and 20 of this circular.

New Government Buildings

9. The Framework for new government buildings will apply to
projects with tenders to be issued after 1 October 2015.

10. The Framework for new government buildings on various aspects
of environmental performance, which is to be adopted where possible and
applicable, is set out as follows —

(a) Site and Building Aspects

(i) project proponent should consider various environmental
performance of the site layout including but not limited to air
ventilation performance with respect to site coverage, building
separation and setback, building form and orientation, erc. at
project planning stage; and, as the project design develops, to
incorporate passive energy efficiency features such as
maximising the use of day lighting, natural ventilation and
passive cooling, sun shading, and low overall thermal transfer
value (OTTV) of the building envelope;
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